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Thare is no doubl thal one of the greal
SrahvOrs i Ire cul gnd Brius! of the traler
ssilef markel has been 1he Gold Coasl-
bt AL range of trader yachis. The |nitaks
AL siands lor Rob Legg, e builder and
deslgner of the rangae, bul in fact fo he
markinl tha FIL stands fot both Rob and his
willg June.

Whis i was Rob's safling and boal-
illdinp/dasigning inlonts which osiab-
Eshad the AL concapt in the first place, 8

Long-legged maxi

It's heading for its fenth birthday but with a few improvements here and there the AL 28
still has a leg on the opposition when it comes fo sheer room and size for value. Report by

was he dynamic dilve and personeity of
Rab and June togalher whiah scid this AL
slory {0 Ausirelan aalon, Siory s he
operative word fior the AL range of traler
salorn wars mors Than jus! saling boabs,
the FALs oncompasaad nob just
economical boaling bul o whale naw
Hastyle bor famdign Inlerosled in’ gotting
info boating.

Thin kiry bihid the success of the AL

Mn“dmhbuﬁlnhlinﬂluhlmd
leaa axpensive than yachis, Rab had o
sirong grounding (n the Olympic Fhing
Dutchman class and 1§ was this classic
lightwalght racing dinghy which
convinced him thal Bght dsplscemend
wan (he only way to po lor irsler Saiers.

When Fob and June Logg unvoded
fheir first AL &1 the Melourne Boat Show
aarty |n the 1970s, many [n tha yachiing
indumtry wire emazed. Tha frst AL wea a
lomg; laan cabin yachi with holl Enes nol
unilicy. that of a Fiying Dulchman but the
boal had much mosa hull depth and
freaboard hoight than any racing dngtny,

Al the lime the firsl AL 24 cama oul
masl Iradar vachis o fer poen whare no
bigger than six moires. Although it was
not i big volume boat for (to size, the RL
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country promeling ther boat. saling in
svery fogalls ey could Bnd and
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The Leggn were one of tha first 1o
raaige tho markaling pobentisl of creating
a strong ownid's  rEcing-Cume-Crusing
maaocEtion around & deaign and sel the
fest AL 24 wp o8 a semi-one-design
ciegs

The Legps could have done quille wall
by Just siaying with ther first boal but Aob
saw the polential for much biggor TSs,
oapoecisly lor arllsing places ke tha
Whitsundays., The AL 28 lollowed and
surprised the make! bocause It whs nol
#0 muech @ racing boat a8 1| wis o orulmer.
In design temi i was st & Eghl
displrcemant cmft and i canfed many of
the design featwron of the smallor boal,
such as tha shage of the cabin and in the
usg of a frckional Siooo-fig.

it mest have disappoinied Mo mcing
enihusizsts thal thie AL 28 waa nof he
macing maching the AL 24 waa, bt the
design did show Legp's abily 1o
understand Ihe market end graw wilh it
Tha 28 proved o ba just as big o success
83 the smaler boal because it hit the nad
on the head for mamy buyers moving oul
of the smafiod boal. in moving to n bigger

boal, thess Duyers wanled more Sccom-
modalon for crulsing, nol parformancs
for mcing, Legg roalead this Wisl poinl
and gave the AL 28 & menber of wary
altractive  cruising  features  like  full
slanding headroom wilhéaut noedng &
pop-taE.

st before Christmas 1977 1 lesied
the fest AL 28 on (he Gold Coan
Brondwater with Rob and June and my
awn tnmily, The now maxi lockad & mthar
bulky crafl bodh in or our of We waler bul
it anied remarkably wall. Carisinly § was




ard can heel out to as much as 25
dagraas and &l keag frucking upwind.

0n a close or beam raech the test boat §

realy wes in HE element. Wilhout having
o fight the hesling forses as much, the
AL 28 really meved on oot whan
regching, In this respect it would ba a
mice boat bo cruise since this is the angle
whara mast ownars bend to do thelr
pleasurs sailing.

Orverall we found the small hesdsail and
large mainzsil combination very easy b
work, The boal could aasily be saded
aingle-handed in the condilions  we
axparienced,

The standard set-up an dack has no
running backstays, bol you do get an
adipstabla backstay o fweak the frac-
tiaral rig, The backstay ghves a 421 adust
with a combination rope teckle and wire
bridle, The mast e supported by cap
shrouds running over singha st of awept-
beck spreaders, and &8 sngle sal of
loweara which anchor anto the cabinbop,

As stendard, the boom |8 381 nice and
high so you don't get knocked heads in a
gybe, plus there |z a topping it o fake
the boom when the sail is dropped, The
maingail comes stendard with doubie sebs
of jiffy resfing. Tha tails of the lpech raaf
lnes are led back to the cockpil via
turning Blocks led 10 fam cleats on the
resar of the frunk cabin,

Also standard are baen headsails, both
wilh piston hanks  You can have en
apdional rolkes furler and hare there = a
wide: chaice of models to choose fram.
Eri Skews of the charter bost company
considerad the Giot rofar furler the best
he had so far tisd on the RL 28,

Carteinty one of the Dest leabses an
deck from 2 sell-handling paind of view is
tha large, shallow bow well which also
dolias &5 an anchar locker. As kng as
the anchors are slowed o one side this
2all-draining well givas the for'ard hand &
nice secure place bo sland dufing a
eadaal tekedows,

On the subjects of cookpis, the big
one afl & & nice oomforable placse to
lounge @omd in whils oruising, The
sockpit featwes baokroot support coam-
Inga and recesaed seslz wilh ihres
Stowage hatches under. There i & rased
brigge at the for'ard and of the cockpit to
keap waler from getling below and to
farm a stop into the cabin sntrance, Tha
oubaard auxiliary, & Marinar 15hp long
shaft, is neatly iucked away in a throughe
thebatiom wad just under the filler. A
hatsh covers the cuiboerd but allowa the
throttle and other controls to be expoasd
enough for the helmaman 1o ba abde 1o
omslly resch them. Ona af Ihe bist
towches i the cockpi, the oae fam in
fact woted number one by our WSt crew,
@ the thin dig-dry foam seat cushions
which made the life of @ boat-tester just
that much more bearable. The cushlons

fagitires drig-dry
fived mafnsheot take-off point on Hoar.

werne covered In 8 apecial mon-absorbent
material called Dordon which aslows the
cushione b atsy out i the rain and
wiaatner without becoming water kegged.
in short, & great idea evan if # is an
aplional exira,

Accommodation

Thee first thing you nobca when you come
below is that you ere standing ugeight
without bensfit of a pop-top. The AL 28
has full standing headrocm right thraugh
the main cebin and up shead of lhe mast
whera thers |z a fuly anciosad boilab
shower compartrment.

The accommodation inside the AL 28
provedes all the nesesstios for crulsng.
Theng is @ nice big L-shaped galley off 1o
you'  Slarboard side when you come
below while ahead of you & & Big saloon
wilh & four-seatar saloon table offsel from
trer main walkway, Thara is 8 good sized
quarter-berth on the port e as well as
comfortable setiae with padded backrest,

The salpon |s fully clossd aff from the
fore srea by 8 fullksized teak-faced
bulkhasd., Gaing through an aliractive
louvra-panalled deor, offset bo gl vou
come inte the erea ahesd of the masi
Herg thare is a big, fullklangth hanging
keiker on your port hand whie fo
starboard is a moulded floreglass Loilat-
cumeshowar - compertmeant  with  hamd

Easm and teleflex type ahowear Pose. The |

toilet comparimant hes [#= own wanily unit
with mikror end a8 wall & dorsce air vent
and  ehower sump Witk alectrically
operated  pamp  which  aufomaticaliy
clears the walar out,

Lp fee'aret thawes is 0 large doutie-berth
with under-buni fackers and ahelveas for
anira showags, Inoall there | seeping o
Six onca tha saleon dinetie 5 converbad
to a double-barth.

In the deluxe sailawsy the AL 28 i
equipgsd with virtugly all yau meed o go

cruising. Thers is & godd Sized wabox,
Pwo-bumer Stove and window curleins as
wall a5 carpst on the floor arass. While al
the bunk wunits, galley and foilet
compariment are Built up from sepanste
fibragiass mauldings the intarior does not
haver that clinical fibragless look. The
teak-faced  bulkheads, tesk topped
salkeon table and carpeted headiner and
Pl sléin lirwer all add up to a softer fee
bedow. The red and beige colour scheme
befiow made for & werm, Inviting Interior
though | wasn't mad on the lms green
curtains. Drapes aside, howswer, the RL
28 lookad raaly cosy and inviting. | would
realy recommand any of the fleet of FL
283 run by Erc and Pem Swaws for &
holiday. | hewe seen quite & few charter
bost operstions now and | san hanasiy
say that Sail-Cruise really are ong of the
mos! professional sulfits around.

Itig always iarasling fo see what gaar
charter opemalors ool on boats, espacilly
when they are yvachtsmen as experienced
as Eria Skews. inerastingly Ero i not so
keen on roller furlng geer at al, bedaving
that in the long run simplicity of equipment
i best Eric has fithed up all hiz AL 28
with 27 MHz two-way radios so that at &8
fimea ks hirers can stay in louch with s
home radha base slaten. Personaly |
thintk thes s an excellent idea lar a chartar
bost company and ane which | woud e
to see more companies adapt,

Summary

The AL 28 g gl ane of the Best valisg
bemats on the markel boday I benms of
mierice accommodation for your dollar
‘While the siandard rig boat can no longar
Be considersd for racng, an optionsd
racing g varsion of the boet can give thia
option.

In terms of trailing this is not the sort of
boat yvou sre going fo poo in and out of
the water jor a sail of an hour or o, The
boel iz ballabde provided you have the
right size vehiche b tow 1360k, dealy a
big four-wheal-drive would be (he rght
Sort of horse &1 the other end of he tow
Ball, It's not that the Bat is so heavy buta
big rig on & traber and when combined
with & double-gxle frelar s going o need
something substential 1o STOP il as well
as haul it up a sleep ramp,




