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Rhy1l Weekend

Nineteen RL owners and families enjoyed the now famous hospitality of

the Shannnn familwy and the Rhyl1l Vach+ (C10h
the Shannon famiiy ang fthe Rhwll Yacht (iun

This annual weekend is certainly the highlight of our years outings
as an association

The 'Sightseeing race" turned out to be extremely hot and slow, with
winds varying from 8 Kts. to % Kt. Lowanna V continued her spect-
actular Tight weather performance and took Michael and the girls to a
very comfortable win, taking both handicap and line honours - very
popular winners of Olneys Gong. The Walsh family made a very welcome
return to RL sailing and took 2nd place-after storming home on the
last spinnaker reach. Jack has recently worked over Ohau-Rua and
must be well pleased with his efforts. Sasha was third, Pegasus
fourth.

The Tong hot race generated great thirsts and these were well quenched
during the beautiful warm evening around the Shanncn B.B.Q. Trophies
were presented during the night including the "Pidlin Little Trophy"
to Dick Armstrong for his back somersault during the Rye Capel Sound
Race.

Needless to say most of us were in a lazy mood on Sunday and relished
the mild sunshine and pleasant sailing breeze. The party sailed or
drove to the pretty Silverleaves Beach for a relaxing picnic. This
Rhy1l formula definitely equals most memorable weekend.
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AGM
Held on the Sunday morning at the Rhyl1l Yacht Club.

Highlights: 1. Summary of RL performances in open competition during
year shows excellent results, especially 1st, 2nd,
3rd outright in heavy weather Capel Sound Race and
overall 2nd in division for 4 race Kinnears Classic.

2. Finances in shaky state. Levy may be necessary pend-
ing negotiations with national association on use of
national membership fee. (to be raised at May AGM,
Southport).

3. Boat show stand to be booked this year (no RL in last
years show) $100 donatior available to help finance
stand. Ross Corben to co-ordinate. Availability of
suitable boat to be -ascertained.

4. Impact of drop keel on class discussed, especially
w.r.t. VYC handicap system creating two catagories
of RL 24. Association members urged to think about
implications, observe performance of drop keel RL's,
discuss and debate at every opportunity over next 12
months especially via letters to our newsletter with
yiew to what, if any action needed.

5. New cominittee ratified.

One Design or Unrestricted

Or somewhere in between.

RL class rules provide for design modifications to some aspects of

the yacht while restricting others. An RL is not a strict "one design"
class but actually provides for partial development. The hull is
strictly one design and must be produced from a mould approved by the
designer and must be a minimum weight. Most other components are either
unrestricted or restricted only within fixed total measurements.

It is interesting to reyview the progress of significant design changes
within the rules over the last 10 years.

Probably the most keenly debated change was the infamous trapeze issue.
The RL started life as the first TS to utilize crew on trapeze. To

many this was very much a part of the excitement of what was indisputably
the fastest trailable yacht around. However the strong "anti" lobby

won the day on the grounds of maintaining family boating appeal. The
keen racing types wondered how they could every cope in a breeze. That
led naturally to the evolvement of the flexible rig. While the original
over rotating mast was again novel for trailer sailers and certainly
had its advantages it was nevertheless a stiff rig with 1ittle scope
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for depowering in a good blow. The rig now commonly used, with
adjustable backstay enables the experienced crews to carry a kite
on any reach the old trapeze assisted rig could handle.

Then, inevitably, other designers eventually came up with trailable
yachts that began beating the previously invincible RL's.

That was hard to take and the cry went up for "bigger spinaker"

and "lets carry a reaching spinnaker" (in addition to normal running
kite) Sensibly, however, our class rules remained intact. There
have been many other tries at getting an edge: Fully battened sails
seemed the answer - but apparently in a limited wind range; running
backstays met with some success with tighter jib 1uff enabling higher
pointing; dagger rudders have substantially outdated swinging blades;
ultra tight rigging gear was used on a national champions boat. The
latest change in vogue, however, has resulted in the VYC handicapper
creating two catagories of RL 24, So far the RL association do not
agree and all RL's continue to sail on the same basis in RL sponsored
events. What do YOU think?? Think about the consequences. Talk it
over with other RL people. Watch how dagger boards perform. Let

us know what you think via a letter to this paper. Or don't you care?

Dagger Boards

-

came to notice on Peter Yeoman's "Calibre". Now a standard
vt ncow nLoeT J>.,

It is an efficiently shaped aerofoil which is raised/lowered vertically.
According to the VYC it is so much more effective than the swing keel
that it justifies an increase in the CBH from .708 to .723

Not as convenient of course when you hit an obstacle you stay hit,
lifting tackles so far observed need a hefty crew to manage, some have
problems with water getting in (case is not enclosed). On the other
hand they have all the weight where it matters, at the bottom. There

is more room in the cabin, although there is something of a dividing
wall with the plate up. And they do seém to go. Very inconclusive
evidence as yet but all indications so far point to real light to
medium weather improvement, as you would expect. Our class rules

say: "Keel - shape unrestricted. 100 kg. minimum weight". There

is no question therefore that these keels are quite legitimate.

So what to do, if anything?
Some might say change the rules! Probably little support there.

Perhaps argue with the VYC? Maybe worth while but best we could
expect would be some reduction of the gap between the 2 handicaps.

Others may argue for two classes of RL to be recognised in RL
championships. Very contentious.
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Maybe its like other previous modifications - if you think it gives
your boat speed then modify! After all we are all secretly jealous

of the RL's reputation and want to show those other TS's how it can
go. Well what ever you think, your association are interested. Lets
hear it from the silent majority. We want to arrive at a concensus

we do not want an issue that causes you to be dissatisfied with RL'ism.

To help in your pondering, our next newsletter will include an article

by Jack Walsh on the do's and dont's of changing your yacht from swing
keel to dagger keel.

'83 Nationals, Southport

At Teast 7 Victorian yachts entering, that we know of, for this
nostalgia trip.

Correct dates Monday 9th May to Sunday 15th May.
7 heats plus an invitation race,

Entries close April, 15th.

40 entries expected.

Keith Hayes and Ken Duggan haye both offered their abilities to crew
at the Nationals on another-boat.

'85 Nationals

Will be in Victoria. Rhyll Yacht Club have offered to stage the series
in January, '85. Your committee are considering this offer but would
Tike to hear your views before accepting. Any other suitable venues to
suggest?

‘84 Victorian Title

Its only a rumor that the current Gippsland based committee are planning
to stage the next series on Sale Cup Day!! Time and venue are yet to
be decided - now is the time to lobby your ideas.

Marlay Point Overnight Race

Twenty-six RL 24's tracked to the fifteenth happening organised by the
Lake Wellington Yacht Club on Labor Day Weekend.

Once again our 10 year old design demonstrated that it is still more
than competitive with the latest go-fasts. Sasha was seventh across
the line in a division of 125 entries, taking handicap honours;

Big Deal, sailed by Dick Yoller from Port Kembla was 11th across,

3rd on handicap and Ohau Rua took 19th line placing and 7th on handicap.
Sasha has a conventional swing keel and both Big Deal and Ohau Rua have
replaced their original keels with the new dagger boards.
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Radical Lady, from Two Fold Bay had a line placing of sixth but

her handicap for sailing as a modified RL 24 brought her back

to 14th on handicap. This very new boat was sailing with over-

size rig, dagger board, ultra tight shroud tension and a spectacular
curved traveller track mounted some 300mm above the cabin top and
extending for the full2.3mwidth of the hull. The other modified RL,
Peter Yeomans new "Dump Truck" came in between Sasha and Big Deal,
finishing 17th on handicap. Sasha, Ohau-Rua and Pegasus also took
out the top team trophy for Division 2. 26 RL 24's entered, 26
started and 26 finished.
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fOR SALE,
RL24 Mark IT "LENARO "

Sail No. 162

On galvanised Stebbings tilt single axle trailer.

Over-ride or vacuum disc brakes.
Zxtra rollers, mud flaps, 1% inch wheels.

Fitted for racing and cruising.,

Top Hguivment Includes;

ain with 2 sets of reefing noints.
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